*        FORGOTTEN BENEFACTORS.       22/

often to be suggested that there is something degrad-
ing or ungenerous in taking a side against the
importance of the hero. It raises a suspicion that
you are a valet, capable of supposing that men are
distinguished by the quantity of lace on their coats,
and not by the intensity of the fire in their souls.
And, moreover, the view is fatalistic: it supposes that
the destinies of the race are determined by what are
denounced as blind "laws," and not by the passions
and aspirations which guide their energies. To me
it seems that it would be easy enough to retort
these imputations. I cannot feel that a man of
generous sympathies should be therefore inclined to
a doctrine which would tend to make the future of
the race a matter of chance. The more you believe
in the importance of the great men, the more you
have to admit that our progress depends upon the
innumerable accidents which may stifle the greatest
as easily as the smallest career. If some great social
change was so absolutely dependent upon the leader
who first put into words the demand upon which it
is based, or who led the first forlorn hope which
made victory possible, that his loss would have been
the loss of his cause, it follows that the cause might
have been lost if a crust of bread had gone the
wrong way. It ought surely to be pleasanter if we
are entitled to hold that we have a 'stronger